McClure says baseball instincts assist 
with switch to defensive back. — Sports, 1C 


Chopped salad equals greens, cheese, 
meats, myriad of options. — Style, 1E 
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In the news 


E Natasha Aponte used 
the Tinder dating app to 
get more than 100 men to 
show up at Manhattan’s 
Union Square to compete 
for a date with her, disqual- 
ifying some because of their 
height or names, and then 
having the others perform 
push-ups and footraces. 


E Curtis DeLapp, 51, a 
district judge in Washing- 
ton County, Okla., resigned 
rather than face abuse-of- 
power claims after being ac- 
cused of improperly jailing 
more than 200 people for 
contempt of court, includ- 
ing one woman who spent 
four days in jail for eating 
sunflower seeds in court. 


E Dany Cotton, the first 
woman to lead the Lon- 
don Fire Brigade, wants 
the media to stop depict- 
ing firefighters as hunky 
sex objects, saying it deters 
women from joining the 
profession by reinforcing 
“the misconception that 
all firefighters are mus- 
cle-bound men.” 


E John Wakefield of Del- 
aware Tag Traders said a 
bidder paid $410,000 at 
auction for an antique Del- 
aware license plate bearing 
the number “20,” surpass- 
ing the $325,000 spent on 
the number “14” plate three 
years ago. 


E Craig Smith of Mount 
Olive AME Zion Church 
in Waterbury, Conn., said 
some congregation mem- 
bers prayed for a burglar af- 
ter he stole $3,000 worth of 
electronics and left a note 
that read “Pray 4 Me!! Sorry 
brothers. Save me.” 


E Mark Spicer, 23, of 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa, and a 
co-defendant were arrested 
in Myrtle Beach, S.C., in a 
human trafficking case af- 
ter, an affidavit says, they 
posted an online ad offering 
a 16-year-old girl for sex and 
subsequent sex acts took 
place in five states. 


E Christine Hallquist, a 
transgender Democrat who 
is running for Vermont gov- 
ernor, said she isn’t publi- 
cizing her appearances or 
the location of her cam- 
paign office because of 
death threats and other per- 
sonal attacks she’s receiving 
because of her candidacy. 


E Paul Cannette, 49, the 
former security chief for 
the Biloxi, Miss., School 
District, pleaded guilty 
to embezzling more than 
$169,000 from a school re- 
source officer association 
and is expected to serve 
four years in prison and 
then two years of house 
arrest. 


E Lupe Valdez, a former 
sheriff who left office to 
run for Texas governor and 
then faced questions about 
the whereabouts of her ser- 
vice revolver, got an apolo- 
gy from the Dallas County 
sheriff’s office for “any dis- 
tress and hardship” caused, 
after an inventory search 
turned up the weapon. 


WEATHER 
LITTLE ROCK 
Today Mostly sunny. 
High 87, winds north at 5 
mph. 
Tonight Mostly 
cloudy and 
mild. 
Low 68. 
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Manatfort guilty on 8 of 18 charges 
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A journalist sprints out of the federal courthouse in Alexandria, Va., with the results Tuesday after the 
jury announced its mixed verdict in Paul Manafort’s trial. 


b ma. 
AP/MARY ALTAFFER 


Michael Cohen leaves federal 
court Tuesday in New York after 
pleading guilty in a deal with 
prosecutors. 


J Judge orders mistrial 


on unresolved counts 


COMPILED BY 
DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE STAFF 
FROM WIRE REPORTS 


ALEXANDRIA, Va. — A 
jury found President Donald 
Trump’s former campaign 
chairman Paul Manafort 
guilty Tuesday after a three- 
week trial on tax and bank 
fraud charges. 

The jury convicted 
Manafort on eight of the 18 
counts against him. The jury 
said it was deadlocked on the 
other 10 counts. U.S. District 
Judge T.S. Ellis III declared 
a mistrial on those other 
charges. 

Manafort was convicted 
on five counts of filing false 
tax returns, one count of not 
filing a required Internal 
Revenue Service form, and 
two bank-fraud counts. 

The jury deliberated for 
four days before announcing 
its verdict. 

Manafort, who appeared 
jovial earlier in the day amid 
signs that the jury was strug- 
gling in its deliberations, 
focused intently on the ju- 
ry as the clerk read off the 
charges. He stared down 


blankly at the defense table, 
then looked up, expression- 
less, as the judge finished 
thanking the jury. 

“Mr. Manafort is disap- 
pointed of not getting acquit- 
—— tals all the 
way through 
or a complete 
hung jury on 
all counts,” 
said defense 
lawyer Kev- 
in Down- 
ing. He said 
Manafort was 
evaluating all 


at 
Manafort 


of his options. 

Jason Maloni, Manafort’s 
spokesman, said, “We expect 
to appeal.” 

The trial did not touch 
directly on special counsel 
Robert Mueller’s inquiry into 
Russian interference in the 
2016 election or on whether 
Trump’s campaign coordi- 
nated with the Russians. But 
it was the first test of the 
special counsel’s ability to 
prosecute a case in a federal 
courtroom amid intense crit- 
icism from the president and 

See MANAFORT, Page 7A 


Trump-linked Cohen admits guilt 


Violated banking, tax, campaign finance laws, he tells judge 
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President Donald Trump’s 
former lawyer Michael Co- 
hen pleaded guilty Tuesday 
in a Manhattan courthouse 
to eight violations of banking, 
tax and campaign finance 
laws in a federal investigation 
that scrutinized his business 
dealings and his efforts to si- 
lence women who reportedly 
have negative stories about 
Trump. 


Keep insurance fee 
high, panelists say 


Don’t chance underfunding state’s 
coverage exchange, member warns 


ANDY DAVIS 
ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE 

Arkansas consumers and 
the state Medicaid program 
would continue to pay a 
higher fee in 2020 to support 
the operations of a state-run 
health insurance exchange 
under a recommendation by 
a committee on Tuesday. 

This year, the fee collect- 
ed by the Arkansas Health 
Insurance Marketplace is 
equal to 3 percent of the pre- 
miums of the non-Medicaid 
plans sold on the exchange. 

Half the fee — which is 
expected to generate $8.3 
million this year — goes to 
the federal government to 
pay expenses associated with 
the federal website, health- 
care.gov, where consumers 


can enroll. 

The other half goes to 
the state marketplace, which 
certifies the plans and helps 
consumers sign up. 

The fee is set to rise next 
year to 4.25 percent to cover 
an increase in the federal fee, 
which will go from 1.5 per- 
cent to 3 percent. 

As aresult of the increase, 
the fee for the first time will 
be higher than what insur- 
ance companies pay in the 
34 states that don’t have their 
own exchanges. 

In those states, which rely 
solely on healthcare.gov, the 
companies pay a 3.5 percent 
fee. Companies in Arkansas 
and other states pass the fee 
along to consumers in the 

See MEDICAID, Page 3A 


EPA plan aims to ease 


coal plants’ 


DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE STAFF 
AND WIRE REPORTS 

President Donald Trump’s 
administration on Tuesday 
unveiled its plan to ease car- 
bon dioxide limits on coal- 
fired power plants by shift- 
ing most of the regulatory 
burden to states. 

The Environmental Pro- 
tection Agency’s Afford- 
able Clean Energy proposal 
would replace the Clean 
Power Plan’s sweeping 
changes in the U.S. electric- 
ity mix with more modest 


CO2 curbs 


emissions curbs at individual 
power plants. 

It would set pollution 
guidelines based on assump- 
tions about what improve- 
ments could be eked out 
through efficiency upgrades 
at the facilities, then give 
states the latitude to design 
their own plans for paring 
carbon dioxide emissions at 
the sites. The Clean Power 
Plan was proposed during 
President Barack Obama’s 
administration. 


See COAL, Page 8A 


Cohen pleaded guilty to 
five counts of tax evasion, 
one count of making a false 
statement to a bank and two 
campaign finance violations: 
making an unlawful corpo- 
rate campaign contribution 
and making an excessive 
campaign contribution. 

“Yes, sir,’ Cohen answered 
when the judge asked if he 
pleaded guilty. 

He said he arranged pay- 
ments to two women “at the 
direction of a candidate for 


Collins, Kavanaugh meet 
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Sen. Susan Collins, R-Maine, meets with Supreme Court nominee Brett Kavanaugh in her office 
Tuesday. After two hours of talks on a range of subjects, from executive power to gun laws to 
judicial philosophy, Collins, a key swing vote on his nomination, said Kavanaugh agrees that 


federal office.” 

Cohen said the payments 
were “for the principal pur- 
pose of influencing the elec- 
tion” for president in 2016. 

In entering the plea, Co- 
hen did not name the two 
women or even Trump, say- 
ing instead that he worked 
with an “unnamed candi- 
date.” 

But the amounts and the 
dates all lined up with the 
$130,000 paid to adult-film 
actress Stormy Daniels, 


the Roe v. Wade decision on abortion rights is settled law. 


whose real name is Stepha- 
nie Clifford, and the $150,000 
that went to Playboy Play- 
mate Karen McDougal to buy 
their silence in the weeks and 
months leading up to the 2016 
White House election. Both 
women claimed to have had 
affairs with Trump, which he 
denies. 

According to prosecutors, 
the payment to McDougal 
was made through the par- 
ent company of the National 


See COHEN, Page 7A 


AP/JOSE LUIS MAGANA 


Article, 4A 


Foe slams Rutledge on transparency 
Voters need her work file, Lee says 


Democrat-Gazette/ 
STATON BREIDENTHAL 


Attorney General Leslie Rutledge 
on Monday issued a series of 
statements attacking a “liberal” 
judge’s decision on her person- 
nel records and accusing report- 
ers of “misrepresenting the facts.” 


JOHN MORITZ 
ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE 

Democratic attorney 
general candidate Mike Lee 
pounced Tuesday at the 
opportunity presented by a 
judge ordering the release 
of some of Leslie Rutledge’s 
long-redacted personnel 
files, with Lee saying the Re- 
publican incumbent lacked 
transparency. 

“What we do know is 
bad enough,” Lee said of 
Rutledge’s record from her 
year spent working at the 
Department of Human Ser- 
vices. “‘Gross misconduct’ 
and ‘do-not-rehire,’ it’s out 
there.” 

Rutledge worked as an 


attorney in the Division of 
Children and Family Ser- 
vices between October 
2006 and December 2007, 
when she left to work on the 
presidential 
campaign of 
former Gov. 
Mike Huck- 
abee. After 
she left, her 
personnel file 
was amend- 
ed to say she 
had been ter- 
minated for 
gross misconduct instead of 
stating that she had resigned 
voluntarily. 

Emails between her su- 


See RUTLEDGE, Page 3A 


